
Dear Friends: 

It is hard to believe that we are counting the days until      

Sunday, April 25 when Archbishop Thomas J. Rodi will       

dedicate our new church. Construction has entered its final 

stage and every time I look inside the church I am amazed by 

its beauty and majesty. Just as we hoped and prayed when our 

Master Plan Committee began to meet more than five years 

ago, our new church will be a       magnificent, sacred space at 

the very center of our campus that will inspire our hearts and 

minds to soar in praise of God.  

Now, as our new church nears completion, we turn our attention to the other buildings 

and facilities that are part of our Master Plan.  Our  Master Plan recommends      

building a new Early Learning Center, reconfiguring our current Middle School as a     

stand-alone educational space, converting our current church into a much-needed   

Parish Hall, and renovating the Marian Center to serve as our Youth Center. In        

addition, Archbishop Rodi has asked St. Ignatius to play a pivotal role in the         

Archdiocesan Generations of Faith campaign.  This historic, diocesan-wide fundraising 

effort will provide funding for seminarian education, priest retirement, and youth   

ministry. 

As we launch the Building Something Beautiful for God Capital Campaign II, it is 

our prayer at St. Ignatius that all our parishioners will embrace and participate in our 

capital campaign to ensure we can build a parish and a diocese that are beautiful for 

God. You can learn more about the Building Something Beautiful for God Capital 

Campaign II in this newsletter. Please, I ask you to keep your heart open to the        

importance of this capital campaign and how it will impact our future as followers of 

Christ. 

May God bless you and your families, and may 

He bring to a successful conclusion the work He 

has begun in us. 

Sincerely, 

Fr. Bry Shields 



It’s April 26, the day after the dedication of our beautiful new church. What is next for St.      

Ignatius Parish? In order to look forward, let’s take a moment to remember how we started.  

In 2017, the St. Ignatius Parish Master Plan Committee recommended a bold and                 

comprehensive Master Plan designed to transform St. Ignatius Parish into a campus that will 

be beautiful for God. The crown jewel of the Master Plan is the dedication of a new parish 

church at the highest point of the St. Ignatius campus.  

In addition to building a beautiful new church, the Master Plan Committee also recommended 

that all other facilities on the St. Ignatius campus be beautiful for God. With our new church as 

the focal point, our west campus will be home to our new Early Learning Center and renovated 

Middle School. On the east, our current church will be renovated to serve as our Parish Hall. On 

the north side of our campus, the Marian Center will be redesigned and renovated as our Youth 

Center.  

To provide funding for our Master Plan projects, St. Ignatius Parish launched the Capital    

Campaign Building Something Beautiful for God in August 2017. This capital campaign 

has been unlike any other fundraising effort our parish has undertaken. Beginning in August 

2017, and continuing through July 2018, St. Ignatius raised more than $16 million,                 

approximately two-thirds of the funds the parish estimated that it would need to finance the 

projects of the Master Plan.  More than 600 parishioners and families contributed with           

unprecedented generosity to the campaign. Construction of the new church began in August, 

2019.  

The planning process for the next phase of our Master Plan has been ongoing since the           

beginning of the Building Something Beautiful for God campaign. Now, in 2021, after three 

years of careful collaboration, it is the recommendation of our architects, Quina Grundheofer, 

the Master Plan Committee, the construction team, and Fr. Shields that it is time to seek the 

additional funding we need to implement this next phase of our plan that is beautiful for God.  

With the approval of Archbishop Thomas J. Rodi, St. Ignatius is launching Building        

Something Beautiful for God Capital Campaign II. Our $8 million goal will fund the           

following five case elements.  

Early Learning Center 

Why do we need a new Early Learning Center? At St. Ignatius, the formation of a new    

generation of faith begins during our children’s earliest years. The St. Ignatius Master Plan   

recommends the construction of a new Early Learning Center that will consolidate educational 

facilities for infants, toddlers, and pre-school students under a single roof. 

“We send our children to St. Ignatius for 

an all-inclusive curriculum with a focus on 

the Catholic faith. We keep our children at 

St. Ignatius for our dinner conversations 

revolving around Heaven and the Mass.   

Mandy & Ryan Damrich, parents of 

two St. Ignatius Impalas 



Generations of Faith 

Why is supporting seminarians, retired priests and 

our Catholic teens so important?  

Generations of Faith seeks to endow the futures of youth 

ministry in our diocese, the formation of young men as 

they discern and prepare for the priesthood, and the     

quiet, prayerful lives of our diocesan priests once they   

retire from active ministry. 

“The education of our seminarians and the health and   

wellbeing of our priests are two of the most important    

responsibilities of the Archdiocese. By setting up these    

endowments, we are protecting our future and ensuring 

the vitality of our youth, seminarians, and retired priests.”  

Rev. Victor Ingalls, Archdiocese of Mobile Vocations 

Director 

Middle School 

Why do middle-schoolers need their own building?  

Preparing our sixth, seventh, and eighth grade students for high school, youth ministry, and 

leadership has always been a priority at St. Ignatius. Monies raised by the Building           

Something Beautiful for God Capital Campaign II will fund the renovation of both floors of 

the Middle School Building so that our middle school students will share a single facility.    

“Our middle school is a hidden gem where our students receive an education that is grounded in 

faith. It is a place of learning and preparation in both education and faith. I am so proud of the 

quality of St. Ignatius School that I enrolled my own, previously homeschooled, children. I didn’t 

want them to miss all the amazing things that happen in our school on a daily basis.” 

Caroline McDonald, Middle School Teacher and Parent 



Parish Hall 

How have we survived this long without a Parish Hall?  

A parish that is beautiful for God provides all of its parishioners a place to come together for 

ministry, for education, and for celebration. Our Parish Hall will be designed to serve as a 

venue for Baptism and first Eucharist celebrations, wedding receptions, funeral visitations, 

hospitality events, school functions, and large Bible study groups, as well as offering meeting 

space for our parish ministries like Men of St. Joseph and Daughters of Mary.  

“Everyone can find a reason to walk into the Parish Hall and participate. Wouldn’t it be nice if 

we had a space where we don’t have to limit 

the number of people who can     attend? A 

Parish Hall is a universal need for all parish-

ioners, young or old, new    parishioner or 

third-generation, donut   eater or person look-

ing to grow in their faith.” 

Steve Beatty, parishioner, school         

parent, Men of St. Joseph member, and 

pancake breakfasts lover 

Youth Center   

Why is it important for our youth to have their own space?  

Throughout the Archdiocese of Mobile, and especially at St. Ignatius Parish, youth ministry has 

long been an important source of faith formation for our teenagers. The St. Ignatius Master 

Plan recommends that the outdated Fassati Center be demolished and the Marian Center be 

renovated as the new home for LifeTeen.  

“The goal of a youth ministry program is to form the youth in the faith. This is best accomplished 

in a comfortable and welcoming environment. When teens feel comfortable and at home during 

faith formation they are more receptive to the faith and have a deeper sense of belonging."  

Anthony Tobin, St. Ignatius Youth Minister and parent of four future youth ministry       

program attendees 
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Lord, teach me to be generous.  

Teach me to serve you as you deserve;  

to give and not to count the cost,  

to fight and not to heed the wounds,  

to toil and not to seek for rest,  

to labor and not to ask for reward,  

save that of knowing that I will do your will. 

Amen. 

- St. Ignatius of Loyola  




